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 Bennett Parks and Recreation District 

                               P.O. Box 379 455 South First Street Bennett CO  80102 

                                                          Phone (303) 644-5040    Fax (303) 644-5045 

 

 
Addressed: 
Brighton City Councilmember Lynn Baca, Chair 

Adams County Subregional Forum 

Arapahoe County Commissioner, Jeff Baker, Chair 

Arapahoe County Subregional Forum 

 
From: 

Leila Schaub 

Bennett Park and Recreation District 

455 S. First Street 

Bennett, CO 80102 

 

Dear Councilmember Baca and Commissioner Baker, 

 

 

The Bennett Park and Recreation District serves multiple communities across a two-county region. 

There has been a steady increase in clientele at the recreation center, which has translated into a 

steady increase in traffic coming to us.  The BRPD has approximately 405 members.  The current 

BRPD clientele consists of appx 60% Adams County residents and 40% Arapahoe County 

Residents.  We see around 20 walk-in clients per week in the winter, with an average of 100 walk-in 

clients during the summer months. these clients come from all across the state but primarily from the 

I70 Corridor and the Metro area.    

 



The traffic at the interchange has increased to the point that there are lines to get off of the interstate 

during both peak and slow times.  You will constantly see large tractor-trailer trucks trying to make a 

very narrow turn, backing up traffic onto the highway.  The additional truck traffic we have seen in 

recent months makes this even more of a challenge.  The current state of the off-ramp is also in 

disrepair.  CDOT has come out multiple times to “fix” issues on the bridge or the off-ramp only to 

cause large bumps and other hazards.  By fixing issues with the interchange it will provide a safer 

route to the recreation center for guests and clients coming from outside of Bennett.   

 
Bennett Park and Recreation District is in full support of the Town finding a solution to the current 
issues with the interchange.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

Leila Schaub 
Director 
Bennett Park and Recreation District 
303.644.5040 

 





 
 
 
 
 

President’s Office  
 
 
 
  

 
 

Curt Freed, Ph.D. 
President 
970-542-3105 
1-800-622-0216 ext. 3105 
Curt.Freed@MorganCC.edu 
 
 
Fort Morgan Campus 
920 Barlow Road 
Fort Morgan, CO  80701 
970-542-3100 
1-800-622-0216 
Fax 970-542-3114 
www.MorganCC.edu 
 
 
Bennett Center 
100 I-70 Frontage Road 
PO Box 554 
Bennett, CO  80102 
303-644-4034 
Fax 303-644-4680 
 
 
Burlington Center 
340 S. 14th Street 
Burlington, CO  80807 
719-346-9300 
Fax 719-346-5236 
 
 
Limon Center 
940 2nd Street 
PO Box 729 
Limon, CO  80828 
719-775-8873 
Fax 719-775-2580 
 
 
Wray Center 
32415 Highway 34 
P.O. Box 36 
Wray, CO  80758 
970-332-5755 
Fax 970-332-5754 
 
 
 
  
 
     Imagine … 

          Believe … 

               Achieve … 

 

   member of 
 

 

February 21, 2019 
  
Brighton City Council Member Lynn Baca, Chair, Adams County Subregional Forum 
Arapahoe County Commissioner Jeff Baker, Chair, Arapahoe County Subregional Forum 
 
Dear Councilmember Baca and Commissioner Baker: 
 
Last May, Morgan Community College relocated its Bennett Center from downtown Bennett to 
the I70 Frontage Road.  This move enabled the College to offer expanded courses and better 
services to students and local communities. MCC was attracted to this location because of its 
proximity to the interstate, which provides easier access for our students, instructors, and the 
community.  The College hopes to expand its services as this vibrant area continues to develop.  
While moving locations was an exciting change for MCC, it came with some unforeseen issues, 
mainly the heavy traffic at the I70/SH79 interchange. This over-trafficked interchange is the only 
direct route to our location. 
 
The geographic reach of the Bennett Center extends westward from Aurora and Watkins, 
eastward to Agate, and well north and south of the interstate.  More than 30% of our students live 
west of our Center and travel I70. In total, we have 320 students who live in this area and use the 
interstate for accessing our Center, for shopping opportunities in Bennett, and for commuting to 
their jobs in the Denver metro area. Forty-seven percent of those students are from Adams 
County, and 53% are from Arapahoe County.  Interstate 70 is one of the main reasons many feel 
they can afford and enjoy a rural lifestyle. Oftentimes our students walk in with food and drinks 
from Bennett merchants or drive across the interchange to King Soopers or Loves to get 
groceries and gas before they go home. Many of our students express concern about the 
I70/SH79 interchange, and expect lengthy delays due to heavy traffic. 
 
The MCC Bennett Center looks out onto the I70/SH79 interchange. From the time our staff 
arrive at 7:30 a.m. until they leave at 7:00 p.m., they observe automobiles, emergency vehicles, 
and semi-trucks attempting to exit the eastbound ramp of the interstate. These vehicles are often 
backed up beyond the origination of the exit ramp and are frequently double-stacked.  Staff has 
noticed emergency vehicles caught in the back-ups, accidents, and even arguments between 
drivers on the eastbound exit ramp.  They also see the steady flow of vehicles attempting to 
merge onto the Interstate from the westbound ramp. Semis regularly pull off the ramp and 
vehicles slow down passing traffic because of the congestion on that side of the interstate, as 
well.  
 
MCC is concerned about the safety of all travelers using the interchange, including our students 
and personnel. Bennett has rapidly become a regional hub, which is bringing economic growth to 
the area.  However, because of the safety and traffic concerns we have noted, we urge Arapahoe 
County, Adams County, and the Colorado Department of Transportation to improve safety 
and operational improvements at the I70/SH79 interchange. 
 
Sincerely, 

      
Dr. Curt Freed    Robbin Schincke 
President    Director of Regional Community Outreach 
 
 

 



 

Brighton City Councilmember Lynn Baca, 

Chair Adams County Subregional Forum 

 

Arapahoe County Commissioner, Jeff Baker, 

Chair Arapahoe County Subregional Forum 

 

January 17, 2019 

 

Dear Councilmember Baca and Commissioner Baker, 

 

King Soopers opened a full-service grocery store in Bennett, Colorado off State Highway (SH) 79 in 2006, primarily to 

address the lack of access to groceries stores in rural Adams and Arapahoe Counties along the 1-70 corridor. Since 

opening, the store has seen a solid and steady increase in customer-base. 

The geographic-reach of our Bennett store is unique given its regionally strategic location off 1-70 along SH 79. Our 

customer base is equally split into thirds with one-third living in Adams County, another third traveling from Arapahoe 

County, and the remaining one-third coming from other geographic locations around the state and western Kansas 

including almost 5% from both Denver and Jefferson County respectively. Another interesting characteristic for the 

Bennett store is we generally see larger numbers of customers in the late afternoon around 4-8 pm, which seems to 

also be a peak time for other businesses who see daily increases in customer visits. What these characteristics mean 

for our store in relation to the Town of Bennett's grant submittal is that roughly two-thirds of our Bennett store's 

regional customers base most likely accesses the store using the interchange at 1-70 and SH 79. Along with the 

subsequent development that has occurred adjacent to our store, feedback from customers is they are experiencing 

more frustration due to increased traffic back-ups and we are concerned this may cause an increase in accidents at 

the interchange as well as the commercial development that gets trapped within the parking area because of the back-

ups on the interchange and along SH 79. 

King Soopers will continue to provide quality goods and services from the Bennett store to a regional customer 

base for the foreseeable future. However, we are concerned for the safety of our customers and the customers of 

our neighboring businesses due to the traffic back-up concerns surrounding the 70 & 79 interchanges. 

Because of these traffic and safety concerns, King Soopers Corporate feels there is a need for the Town of Bennett to 

install safety and operational improvements at the interchange of 1-70 and SH 79 for the safety and peace-of-mind of the 

regional customers that visit the Town of Bennett's Regional commercial area. 

Sincerely, 

Char Baker – Store Manager                                             Adam Williamson – Director of Corporate Affairs 

                                  

 


















