
Accela Case Type VSP

A variance is a means whereby the literal terms of these standards and regulations need not be applied if there
are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships associated with the subject site. In granting a variance, the
spirit of these standards and regulations shall be observed, public safety and welfare secured, and substantial
justice done.
Please include this page with your submittal. Submittal instructions and more information about checklist items
can be found on page 2.

Development Application Form(pg. 3)

WrittenNarrative

Site Plan

Proof of Ownership (warranty deed or title policy)

Proof ofWater and Sewer Services

Legal Description

Statement of Taxes Paid

Number of Variance Requests:
A variance may only be approved from the dimensional requirements, performance standards, and
other special physical requirements contained in the Adams County development standards and
regulations.

Type of Variance Request: # of Requests:

Setback:

Height:

Lot Coverage:

Other:

ApplicationFees: Amount:

Variance $500 residential
$700 non residential
*$100 per each additional request

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

1



Accela Case Type VSP

Guide to Development Application Submittal
All applications shall be submitted electronically to epermitcenter@adcogov.org. If the submittal is too large to email as an
attachment, the application may be sent as an unlocked MS OneDrive link. Alternatively, the application may be delivered on
a flash drive to the Community & Economic Development Department. Once a complete application has been received, fees
will be invoiced and payable online at www.permits.adcogov.org

WrittenExplanation:
• A clear and concise explanation of the proposal and why it is necessary.
• Complete the attachedWritten Explanation for Variance Request form.

Scaled Site Plan:
• A site plan prepared to scale showing at minimum: the request, any existing or proposed structures,
existing and proposed setbacks of structures, any hardship, location of well, location of septic field, location
of easements, surrounding rights of way, north arrow.
• Site plan may be hand drawn.

Proof of Ownership (warranty deed or title policy):
• A deed may be found in the Office of the Clerk and Recorder; or
• A title commitment is prepared by a professional title company

Proof ofWater and Sewer:
• Public utilities A written statement from the appropriate water & sanitation district indicating that they will
provide service to the property OR a copy of a current bill from the service provider.
• Private utilities Well permit(s) information can be obtained from the Colorado State Division of Water Resources
at (303) 866 3587. A written statement from Adams County Health Department indicating the viability of obtaining
OnsiteWastewater Treatment Systems.

Legal Description:
• Geographical description used to locate and identify a property.

Statement of Taxes
• All taxes on the subject property must be paid in full. Please contact the Adams County Treasurer’s Office.
• Or adcotax.com



Accela Case Type VSP

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION FORM 
 
 

APPLICANT 
 

Name(s): Phone #: 
 

Address: 
 

City, State, Zip: 
 

2nd Phone #: Email: 
 
 

 

 
OWNER 

 
Name(s): Phone #: 

 
Address: 

 
City, State, Zip: 

 
2nd Phone #: Email: 

 
 

 

 
TECHNICAL REPRESENTATIVE (Consultant, Engineer, Surveyor, Architect, etc.) 

 
Name: Phone #: 

 
Address: 

 
City, State, Zip: 

 
2nd Phone #: Email: 

 
 

 

Jessica Asher, Mike Asher, Scott Stuard 720-434-2406

14521 Country Hills Dr

Brighton, CO 80601

jessica.asher@bvsd.org

Jessica Asher, Mike Asher, Scott Stuard 720-434-2406

14521 Country Hills Dr

Brighton, CO 80601

jessica.asher@bvsd.org



Accela Case Type VSP

DESCRIPTION OF SITE 
 
Address: 

 
City, State, Zip: 

 
Area (acres or 
square feet): 

 
Tax Assessor 
Parcel Number 

 
Existing 
Zoning: 

 
Existing Land 
Use: 

 
Proposed Land 
Use: 

 
Have you attended a Conceptual Review? YES NO 

If Yes, please list PRE#: 

I hereby certify that I am making this application as owner of the above-described property or 
acting under the authority of the owner (attached authorization, if not owner). I am familiar with all 
pertinent requirements, procedures, and fees of the County. I understand that the Application Review 
Fee is non-refundable. All statements made on this form and additional application materials are 
true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 
Name: Date: 

 
Owner's Printed Name 

 
Name: 

 
Owner's Signature 

14521 Countrey Hills Dr

Brighton, CO 80601

1.09 Acres

14521

A-1

Approx. 5.83%

approx. 8.48%
X

Jessica Asher

Jessica Asher

09/29/2024



Accela Case Type VSP

WrittenNarrative for Variance Request

 Which dimensional standard(s), performance standard(s), or physical requirement(s) cannot
bemet? (Include code section reference fromAdams County Standards and Regulations)
Reach out to the Planner of the Day (cedd plan@adcogov.org) if you have any questions.

 Why are you unable tomeet this standard?

3-08-06-06-01:Max structure coverage - lot served by well and septic: With the b

3-08-06-06-01:Max structure coverage - lot served by well and septic: With the b
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Variance Application

Written Explanation:

Dear Adams County Community & Country Hill Neighbors,

We hope this message finds you well. As we have not had the pleasure of meeting everyone,
we wanted to take a moment to introduce ourselves. This variance process can feel quite
formal, and we hope to make it a bit more personal. Since moving into this beautiful town and
neighborhood in June 2023, we’ve fallen in love with the area and are proud to call Country
Hills our home.

Our family has recently come together under one roof, a decision motivated by a deep sense
of gratitude. My father, Scott, a Colorado native, raised my brother and me as a single parent,
demonstrating incredible hard work and sacrifice. I am forever grateful for his unwavering
dedication and for God’s provision in our lives. So, when the opportunity arose to live together,
we embraced it wholeheartedly.

Scott, nearing retirement, has always found joy in his hobbies, especially working in the
garage. To honor him and give him a space to continue pursuing what he loves, we hope to
build a small garage tucked away in the back corner of our lot. Initially, we planned a larger
structure in the front, but after careful consideration of our neighbors and the process, we
chose a smaller garage in the backyard. However, due to our lot being smaller than we initially
thought, we now require a variance.

We would greatly appreciate your full support on the building of this garage on our land.

Warm regards,

Mike & Jessica Asher and Scott Stuard

Proposal:

We are writing formally to request ONE variance for the construction of a beautiful,
barn-looking garage in the back of our property. The garage will measure 30 feet deep by 42
feet wide and be 14 feet tall. The total square footage is 1,260 sq ft. on our property located at
14521 Country Hills Dr. Brighton, CO 80601. The purpose of this request is to seek approval for a
variance in lot coverage. The existing zoning for my single-family residence is A-1. The garage
will be 100% for personal use only and store vehicles and personal belongings only. We are
confident, although the barn-looking garage is adorable and matches the make-up and
aesthetics of the beautiful Country Hills neighborhood, that you will not even be able to see
the garage from the street of Country Hills Drive.

● Request: Variance to allow a structure coverage of approximately 8.48% where the maximum
coverage allowed is 7.5%.



● The site is within the Agricultural-1 zone district. (A-1)
● Acres: 1.09
● Subdivision: Country Hills Estates Subdivision
● We are proposing to build a 30’x42’X14’(height) barn-looking garage in the BACK OF

THE PROPERTY
● Physical standards

○ Lot coverage

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Scaled Site Plan:

Septic system: Based on the documents from Tri-county health HERE you can see the OTWS placement in the
backyard (as of 3-22-23).

Visual of Building:



Why are you unable to meet this standard?

● THERE IS A PHYSICAL HARDSHIP SPECIFIC TO THE LOT
○ THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT CAUSE THE NEED FOR A VARIANCE ARE NOT SELF

IMPOSED:
● Per county regulation;

○ (3-08-06-01) Minimum lot size for A-1 is 2.5 acres. 14521 Country Hills Drive’s lot
is significantly smaller than the minimum A-1 requirement.

○ Through this process it has been determined that the size of the lot on
the 14521 Country Hills property is actually 1.09 acres.

● This lot was originally purchased/home built in 1972. We purchased the lot in 2023.
Due to the fact that we did not create the lot and that it does not meet the
standard of 2.5 acres this proves a hardship (something out of our control) and this
eliminates any special privilege being requested. We do not see the request for a
garage as a privilege but a right as a property owner. In addition, many homes in
the Country Hills Drive neighborhood have similar structures built in the back yard
as we are requesting.

● As you can see, in the table below compares the Adams County 2.5 acre regulation
(3-08-06-01) to our actual square footage. Had the regulation been applied to this
property we would not be asking for a variance as we would have plenty of space
left to build this structure.

● *Please note that in the second table below we will meet all other standards the
county requires with our garage structure

Acreage 1.09 acres
(how much land we actually have)

2.5 acres
(A-1 regulation 3-08-06-01)

Square feet 47,480 sq ft 108,900 sq ft

7.5% of land (sq ft) 3,561 sq ft
(can be used w/o varience)

8,167.5sq ft
(can be used w/o variance)

SUBTRACT current structures on the property (below)

Principal dwelling 1,751 sq ft 1,810sq ft left
(3,561-1,751 = 1,810)

6,416.5 sq ft left

Garage 676 sq ft 1,134 sq ft left
(1,810-676=1,134)

5,740.5 sq ft left

Attached porch 180 sq ft 954 sq ft left
(1,134 - 180= 954)

5,560.5 sq ft left

Shed 80 sq ft 874 sq ft left
(954-80 = 874)

5,480.5 sq ft left

Chicken coop 80 sq ft 794 sq ft left
(874 - 80 = 794)

5,400.5 sq ft left

Proposed structure
1,260 sq ft

*NEGATIVE* -466 sq ft left
(794 - 1,260 = -466)

Variance REQUIRED

No variance needed

All structures above
= 4,027 sq ft

4,027 sq ft = 8.48% of lot 4,027 sq ft = 3.69 % of lot



OUR PROPOSAL IS HARMONIOUS WITH THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND COMPATIBLE WITH TE
PURPOSES OF THE REGULATIONS:

● As stated in the Adams County Comprehensive Plan, “…guiding and accomplishing a
coordinated and harmonious development of the relevant territory, which, in accordance
with present and future needs and resources, will best promote the general welfare of
the inhabitants.” (§ 30-28-107) This is our goal too. We fell in love with Brighton and
appreciate the efforts the city and county are making to keep the agriculture and
culture of Brighton alive. We want to contribute to the beauty of the landscape as well as
enjoy our hobbies and property. More importantly, we want everyone around us to enjoy
the beautiful landscapes afforded by the land conservation in the Splendid Valley. We
love and appreciate the rich history of the great city and state and we desire only to add
to the beauty and function. Our adorable barn-looking garage will allow for our yard to
blend with the farm landscape in the back and we feel will be aesthetically pleasing to
anyone who happens to get a look at it. Although we are not sure many neighbors will
even know it is there unless they are physically in our back yard looking at it. With our
mature trees and full fencing we are sure this will simply blend into the background of
the beautiful Country Hills. In addition, as you drive down through the neighborhood the
majority of the neighbors have similar structures and we believe our garage will fit right
in with the other neighboring properties.

Additional consideration for variance:

● Approval of the variances will allow us to confidently know that we are NOT being
deprived of a right that is commonly enjoyed by other lots on our same street,
neighborhood and zone district.

● Considering howmany of our neighbors have been able to build their shops on their
property proveswe will NOT be receiving any special privilege.

● The public good and safety will NOT be impaired by our proposed shop.
● It is our understanding that the proposed use of our shop is allowed in the zone district

of Ag-1 and, if approved, would NOT further a non-comforming use.
● There will not be any new access points to access the garage.We will access through

our front fence which has a gate.

Thank you for considering these challenges as we seek a variance to make this project
possible.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional information
Is it necessary to have a driveway for the accessory structure?

● A drive way is necessary as it will be utilized as a personal garage that will be accessed for personal use
only. NO NEW RIGHT OF WAY WILL BE REQUIRED.

● Vehicles and personal belongings will be stored inside the garage for personal use only.
● There will NOT be a basement for this structure.



● A cement slab will be laid for the foundation of the structure.
● Our new proposal matches guidelines per Adams county Zone District Regulations

○ We will meet the criteria on the following Regulations under A-1:

Regulation Regulation topic Our proposal

3-08-03 Permitted accessory uses #3 Recreational, accessory
Additional garage structure for PERSONAL USE ONLY

3-08-06-06-01 Max structure coverage - lot served
by well and septic

We will exceed 7.5% of lot coverage with this building -
VARIANCE NEEDED HERE

3-08-06-04-01 Minimum Front Setback Structure will be at least 10 ‘ from rear of principal
dwelling or 100’ from front property line

3-08-06-04-02 Minimum side setback Structure will be 10’ from side property line

3-08-06-04-03 Minimum rear setback The structure will be more than 10 feet from the rear
property line

3-08-06-05-01 Maximum height - accessory
structures

Our structure will be under 20 feet tall - The structure’s
max height is 14’ in the center bay.

3-08-06-06-04 Accessory building coverage Our structure will NOT exceed twice the floor area of our
principle structure.



Proof of Ownership



Proof of Water and Sewer:



___________________________________________________________________________________________

Legal Description:

___________________________________________________________________________________________



Statement of Taxes:
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